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Paris - The Esso-ExxonMobil and TotalEnergies Conflict. International 
Industrial Relations. The reasons for the protests in France and the 
grievances that have led to this general strike. 

 

 
Dear All,  
 
In France, the current transport and strategic public services strike is aimed at 
paralyzing the country, and an oil refinery shutdown has caused gasoline 
shortages.  
 
Last September the year-on-year inflation rate in France was 6.2%, according to the 
European Harmonized Index of Consumer Prices. 
 
Esso-ExxonMobil and TotalEnergies workers called a strike at the end of 
September to demand wage increases to keep up with a 6.2% year-on-year 
inflation rate in September, according to the European Harmonized Index of 
Consumer Prices, and soaring profits for big energy corporations. 
 
Last Tuesday there was a general strike in France, mainly affecting public 
transport. Workers demand an increase in wages, in a conflicting social scenario 
marked by a strike in refineries that has sparked gasoline shortages in large parts 
of the country. Four unions have called a general strike across the country. 
 
While Esso-ExxonMobil workers decided to call the strike off after reaching an 
agreement with the US company, TotalEnergies workers ratified their strike on 



 

 

Monday, affecting four refineries - one of them out of service due to technical 
reasons - and five depots. 
 
Strikers say that the raises agreed last Friday for 2023 are not enough and are 
asking for more. 
Like in Spain and other neighboring countries, inflation has skyrocketed in France, 
among other reasons, as a result of the war in Ukraine: 6.2% year-on-year inflation 
rate in September, according to the European Harmonized Index of Consumer 
Prices. As a result of rising inflation, minimum wages have automatically 
increased by 2.65% since May. 
 
Last Friday, the French company and CFDT [The French Democratic 
Confederation of Labor] and CFE-CGC [The French Confederation of Management 
– General Confederation of Executives] -the Unions that represent 56% of workers- 
have agreed on a 7% raise with bonuses ranging from €3,000 to €6,000. 
Strikers want to recover their lost buying power as a result of the high inflation 
rate, and although their demands are sectoral, they have things in common. 
According to the Union, on Sunday some 140,000 people took part in the protests 
against "such an expensive cost of living", promoted by the left-wing opponents, 
whereas the police later put that number at roughly 30,000. 
 
Other grievances 
With the support of other three smaller unions, the General Confederation of 
Labor (CGT) participated in this strike as the main leading figure in the fight 
against Macron’s policies. The CGT blames him not only for his reluctance to give 
an across-the-board raise because of the soaring inflation but also for his plans for 
reform especially related to the retirement system. 
 
The call to strike, promoted by the four biggest unions and four youth 
organizations, urged "workers and young people" to take part in the 
demonstrations claiming "an increase in wages, pension benefits, welfare programs 
and better living and study conditions". 
 
Transport difficulties  
Transport Minister Clément Beaune announced on France Inter Radio that the 
strike action could lead to major disruption with half of train services cancelled in 
some regions. The French railway company SNCF should give further details this 
afternoon. 
 
In the Paris region, where many workers take public transportation, the transport 
network operator RATP anticipated "almost normal" service for subways, trams 
and suburban trains, but more significant disruption for urban buses 
 



 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information.  
 
Top-Level Consulting Services - de Diego & Asociados S.A. 
Consultoria@dediego.com.ar 


